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Discipline Code


Positive discipline is a process in teaching someone how to behave appropriately. Positive discipline respects the rights of the individual child, group, and the adult. Positive discipline is different from punishment. Punishment tells children what they should not do whereas positive discipline tells children what they more appropriately should do. Punishment teaches fear whereas positive discipline teaches self-esteem. The personal approval of a teacher is one of the most effective tools available.


Adults are responsible for establishing the environmental conditions, which when properly set, can be expected to foster good behavior on the part of a child. These environmental conditions include the following. Behavior modeling is a crucial component, and the physical setting should be pleasant and orderly. Staff should be able to provide individual attention to their groups. Teachers should have a few rules,  clear and consistent, that are properly explained to the children. Planning well is always key because children involved in interesting age-appropriate activities are less likely to present discipline problems. Another element is to make it possible for each child to feel he or she has had some positive impact on the group. Also, providing an environment of structure and support so that children if need be, can resolve their differences is important. Always share ownership and responsibility with the children.


The following procedures should be utilized by a teacher when a child displays undesirable behavior:

* Re-direct the child's attention to a new activity to change the focus of the child's present behavior.

* Point out the natural or logical consequences of a child's behavior.

* Criticize the behavior, not the child. Even though you may disapprove of the behavior, do not use the term BAD.

* When undesirable behavior occurs, remove the child from the area for a few minutes so that he or she may regain some self-control. When the child is calm, ask him or her to explain the incident and help them to come up with the proper solution.
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